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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1910 Excerpt: ... The diprodonts appear to have arisen in or near Australia after its separation from
Asia, as none are known in Asia. A few are, however, known in what is now the region most widely separated
from Australia of all land areas of the globe: viz. , South America. This relation of the fauna is better
understood when taken up with the study of the South American fauna. Australia and Correlation by Stage of
Evolution. Would the present Australian fauna be correlated with that of the Mesozoic of the rest of the world
because entirely metatherian and prototherian No, because the stage of differentiation would be higher than
that of the Mesozoic faunas of other parts of the world, and the area in which the differentiation occurred is
relatively small so that one would expect less differentiation than, for example, in Arctogaea. The Recent South
American fauna includes: (1) Types which were developing in South America in middle Cenozoic time, as the
primate and edentate groups; (2) types which had a world-wide distribution in early Cenozoic time, as the
polyprotodont marsupials; (3) diprotodont marsupials, which are possibly derived from Australia; (4)
carnivores and ungulates, which are immigrants from North America. In Miocene time North America and
South America contained almost no common elements in their faunas. In Pliocene time elements of each fauna
suddenly appear in the other. This indicates geographic separation in the Miocene and union in the Pliocene.
The stronger northern fauna replaced...
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