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.waterfowl, turtles, and frogs, were not made web-footed in
order that they might swim; but their wants having attracted
them to the water in search of prey, they stretched out the toes
of their feet to strike the water and move more rapidly along its
surface. By the repeated stretching of their toes, the skin that
united them at the base acquired the habit of extension, until, in
the course of time, the broad membranes which now connect
their extremities were formed. Lamarck taught that the first
animals and plants which appeared on the globe were the
simplest, and that the more complex are of comparatively late
date. He insisted that nature was an order of things constituted
by the Supreme Being, and subject to laws which are the
expressions of His will. There is no doubt that these views of
Lamarck were the result...
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