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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1858 edition. Excerpt: .of 80, has 31 of Latin origin. Hume, in 109, has 38, and
Johnson, in 87, has 21 which are not Saxon. In none of these writers do the words of classical origin amount to
one-third, while in many they are less than one-tenth of the whole. MISCELLANEOUS. CHAPTER |. KNOWLEDGE
IN WORDS. IVE have now traced to our own time the general history and development of the language, and
have briefly indicated the great sources of its materials, the time of their introduction, and the classes of words
so derived. But to enter fully into the study of a language, we must not only examine its general history, but
accustom ourselves to ask each separate word from what parent stock it came; what circumstances led to its
introduction; through what changes of form it has passed; what was its original meaning, and its subsequent
deviations from that first signification. We shall find this a most instructive task, and at the same time
exceedingly interesting. Students of the English language have more than common opportunities of making
such inquiries.; In the fertile field of our own language, we may dig with a certain hope of finding treasures of
knowledge that will amply repay us for the labour we may undergo. And though the investigation tell us but
something we knew before, yet the manner in which we have obtained it will be likely to assist in fixing it more
deeply on our memory. And...
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