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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand
New Book ***** Print on Demand ***** Haiti shares the island of Hispaniola with the Dominican Republic. Since
the fall of the Duvalier dictatorship in 1986, Haiti has struggled to overcome its centuries-long legacy of
authoritarianism, extreme poverty, and underdevelopment. Economic and social stability improved
considerably, and many analysts believed Haiti was turning a corner toward sustainable development when it
was set back by a massive earthquake in January 2010 that devastated much of the capital of Port-au-Prince.
Although it is recovering, poverty remains massive and deep, and economic disparity is wide: Haiti remains the
poorest country in the western hemisphere. Haiti is in a political crisis as the expiration date for terms of most
of the Haitian legislature approaches. In the fourth year of President Michel Martelly s five-year term, Congress
and the donor community have expressed growing concern about his commitment to the democratic process
due to his government s failure to hold legislative elections almost three years overdue. Haiti took some steps to
move the process forward, but the Senate has failed to pass the necessary electoral law amendments. Saying
they lack confidence in the provisional electoral council (CEP) that is to oversee the elections, some opposition
members refuse to vote for the bill. Several major opposition parties are boycotting the elections. Thousands of
protesters have called for Martelly s resignation. If the elections do not occur before January 12, 2015, the
parliament will lack a quorum, and Martelly could rule by decree, increasing already-high political tensions. On
December 9, a commission appointed by Martelly called for the CEP and the prime minister to resign and a
consensus government to be formed. Haiti is a key foreign assistance priority for the Obama...
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