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Universe: Being an Attempt to Determine the First Principles of
Metaphysic, Considered as an Inquiry Into the Conditions and
Import of Consciousness The object of this work is a Metaphysic
which, stalking naked, but not ashamed, among current
iconoclasms, shall proffer a definite, though necessarily
tentative, solution of The World-Riddle. Circumstances
favouring, it is proposed to expand this solution in the course of
a series of works. The procedure adopted in this Prelude has two
main aspects. In Part I. is presented a critical survey of the great
landmarks in the History of Modern Philosophy, with a primary
reference to their bearing on metaphysical (as opposed to
merely psychological and other) inquiries. We cannot cope
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the intellectual past is with us. In the golden words of Hegel, the
history of philosophy in its true meaning deals not with the past,
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resembles, not a museum of aberrations of the human
intellect,...
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