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indexed. Not illustrated. 1921 Excerpt: .but decaying organic matter in the forest and find the water swarming
with bacteria. Here again the writer does not wish to be understood as advocating the introduction of fairies
into nature, but of the two extremes it is better that he should find the woods peopled with these creatures than
that he should see in nature only the recurring processes of life, death, fermentation and decay. In other words
the ideal nature teacher should have a genuine love for nature rather than a technical knowledge of biological
and physical sciences. Councillors Grace Brown Gardner State Normal School, Framingham, Massachusetts
Probably no subject in the normal school curriculum has had a more varied career than that now designated
by the general term of nature study. Natural history, which was taught in a desultory manner and at irregular
intervals during the earlier years of the normal schools, early became differentiated into botany and zoology.
These subjects were taught from a strictly scientific standpoint. Botany dealing largely with the analysis and
classification of plants and the making of herbaria, and zoology with the structure and classification of animals
and the formation of comparative collections. Later, with the aid of the compound microscope, these two
subjects were studied in regard to cell and tissue structure. This technical work dealing largely with dead
material was superseded by the study of biology, with the emphasis placed upon the life processes of living
organisms. The constant change of aim and content in...
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