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indexed. Not illustrated. 1840 Excerpt: . Though it was somewhat against his inclination, he accepted the
friendly invitation gratefully, and the materials for writing being set before him, he addressed the following
epistle to Mr. Thornton: Honoured Master! Your goodness to me, in all ways, would make any abuse of it on my
part a heavy crime indeed--too heavy, I think, for me to commit, or you to suspect me of. But I cannot be at the
supper-table at Nickerby, on next Saturday night, according to my promise. A very strange thing has happened
to me, dear master, which may, perhaps, come to nothing, and in that case I know you will hear my story, and
pity me too much to think of anger. But if all I hope comes to pass, your generous heart will rejoice with me,
and you will bless your own goodness, for bringing me to the knowledge of the very greatest joy that ever fell to
the lot of a human being, by giving me this holiday. I am, honoured Master, Your faithful and grateful servant,
Michael Armstrong. Having finished his letter, and committed it to the post, Michael felt somewhat more
tranquil, and endeavoured to assume with his new acquaintance an air of greater composure and
selfpossession. But his heart beat, his temples throbbed, his thoughts wandered, and when he and his friendly
companion sat down to supper, the poor boy felt that he could almost as easily have swallowed the board itself
as any...
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