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indexed. Not illustrated. 1888 Excerpt: .of buildings, provision for art, science (archives, museums), education,
relief and loan funds, institutions for insane, blind, deaf, dumb persons, idiots, houses of correction, sheltering
of orphans, and reformatory for children. For defrayment of the costs of this administration provinces receive
annuities from the state treasury. This kind of administration exists separate from and beside the state
administration. To a far greater extent the communes are intrusted, or rather charged, with tasks of state
administration, namely: Care of paupers, the collection of state taxes, keeping the registers of marriages, births,
and deaths, primary schools, keeping registers of enrollment, contributions or serviees for the army and navy,
construction of public roads, and the maintenance of police force. For these purposes the state grants no
means, for which reason the eEiciency of the communes appears to be taxed to the utmost. Yet in case of
overburdening the superior municipal corporations they are entitled to relief. Thus, considering the
multifarious tasks imposed upon the communes, these latter appear as the forces of the whole public life and
as the basis of the entire state structure. Therefore the maintenance of communal eEiciency constitutes the
main problem of legislation. VII.--RELATIONS OF THE BERLIN CITY GOVERNMENT TO THAT OF THE STATE. As
above stated, the present communal constitution of Berlin is derived from a state law, known as the Staedto
ordnuug of.May. JO, 1803, a revised edition of the old cities act of 1803, schemed by Stein. This cities act
declares the...
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