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Excerpt: . the model of the ancient morals. Her death is said to
have been brought about by her son, in order that the
prediction of a German prophetess might be certain of
fulfilment, she having told him that he would reign in security,
if he survived his mother. He is accused of having denied her
proper nourishment during her illness. Suetonius, however,
adds, that being quite weary of the woeful state of affairs, and
apprehensive of the future, she obtained without difficulty a
dose of poison from her son. Petronia was the first wife of
Vitellius. A separation took place which was probably mutually
agreed upon, for Petronia bequeathed her property to their
son; first requiring, however, that he be released from his
father s authority. Vitellius agreed to this; but shortly after, the
son died by poison believed to have been administered by...
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